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In the ancient town of Chinchodn, the flavour of real
Spain is distinctly aniseed, says Derek Workman

THERE ara twao things that Chinchan is best known
for — the Plaza Mayor, a circular ‘square’, with if's
234 wooden balcomies, and Anis de Chinchdn. But
don't try to count the former afier a coupla of
glx=sas of tha latter, particulary the spacial dry,
which numbs the tongue at betwean 7D and 74%
alcohioll

| =it at one of the pavement cales, warming
myzelf on a chill, lxie-Fabnuary moming with a
gla=s of the sweat anis (a mera 40%) and admire
the lovaly 16th Cantury three-storay houses wih
their gresn-painied baiconies, on one of which 11
ba having lunch lxier. Bt at this fime of day | naad
a stifferer 1o pet the croulation going. i | was a
real man I'd be having aof p somina, a sun and
shada, which & anis mitad with brandy, but instead
| have the drink of old ladias, who supposadly use it
for it curative powers, = an aid bo digestion or
smply to refax. They aven say it keeps you young
and who am [ fo argue?

Taka away the cars parkad in a circle, and the
ecEna wouldn't have appaared much different to
githar Goya o Orson Wales. Goa's brother was a
priest in the iown, and ha spant a lot of time thera
painting. Ona of his works is in the imposing 1Gth
Cantury church, Muestra Sefiora da la Asuncidn, a
mix af Gothic, Plaleresgua, Renaissance and
Baroque =tyles that sis broodingly on the top of tha
hill overiooking the Plaza. Orson Walles went thera
in the mid-G0e to make two fimz, The immortal
By ard Chimes at Miomight. &' said he ked 1o
hawe hiz amis zhotz in the moming with the locals,
and loved the bullfights fior which the circular plaza
iz =till usad.

The origin of the Plaza Mayor goes back io the
middla apes, when it was used for [vesiodk fairs.

The wiews from the balconies were so important
that ownership of the houses and balconies &
ssparate, and there are legacies that consist of
hawing a single chair on the balcory — presumakly
to watch such stiming avents = tha fiming of
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Warmad up, | ke tha sieep cimb up tha hill o
the church. In times past, during the bulfight=, the
sreets would have been filed with jos bgartjas,
the lizards, lovers of the comidsy who couldn't afford
the: antranca faa and waniad 1o saa tha bullfights
for frea. So many would gather in the Plaza da
Falacio, the gardens in front of la Asuncian that it
became known locally as ‘sf baime o fos
iamartip= . The Falaco de los Condes, which gave
itz name o tha gardans, now no longer exisks, i
pot taken by the patita Tealro Lope de Vega, a
beautiful 194 canfury building dubbed the Pequena
Bomionera, the Litte Sweat Box

Chinchdn is said to have a church without a
tower and a fower without a church, rederming 1o the
fact that the Torma dal Ralo, fe clock fower, stands
all alore, fitty metres from la Asuncidn. But it's
smply a confusion of positioning, becausa the
tower = all that remains of the |glesa de Nuestra
Eeffiora, the rest hawing bean desfroyed by
Mapoleonic froops during the War of Independanca.

From the ferraca in front of fha church | ook out
agmas the rooftops of e town, bo the nuins of the
15th-cantury Castifo o jos Condss. Onca a
bulwark in tha deferse of Chinchon during the War
of Independanca, it was destroyed by bombardment
and fire, and its sionas kxar takan for the rapair of
mads and building houses. It endad is life 2= an
aniz distilary.

| coninue my wander through cobbled srests,




and, with i being mid-week and winar, | was
aimost a aofitary figure, but at weskends in summer
it’s a differant story. Being only an hour's drive from
Mackid, it’s a popular day out for the city folk, not
just for its prettiness. ot for ik ancellent
resfaurants. Aoast lamb, pork and beed,
sweeitraads, shaap’s curd and almond biscuis ae
among tha lcal raditioral dishes.

Witen | have kunch at La Buconady, which, &= i
rarma suggests, has a balcony overlocking e
Pl Mayer, | try 5o de 4o, a fich soup mada
with planty of garic fanother specialty of Chinchdn),
Fwo-thy old braad, olve il and hot paprika, enough
o fortlfy tha hoarbest of Feld workens, for whom e
rocipe was rvontod’, | bilow this with coctunli
cking pg which, when dened whols S
supposid o bo 50 fencer that the chad chops &
el il of B plsie. B woukl haw 1o b bl
3 pretty sirong plate io gat through the cnunchy
craciding al my sacton of nb, but tha lavour was
supert, and | could feel the calorias from the
aimost liquid f21 swging frough my arienes! And
of coursa, no maal in Chinchén would be compiete
without an aparitd of ans

Aris takas its name and distinctive liguornics
favewr from the anis seed, and variations of e
aromatic drink can be fourd in almost every

Mediemansan cuniry; sambuca in Ky, owmn in
Greece, raki in Turkey, and pasti in France

The liquewr has been produced in Chinchdn
snce tha 118t century, and sach wina grower
would distl his oan. Such wes the fame of the
purity of Chinchin anis tat it was everfually
named a “Royd House Providar” by Oueen Mara
Cristina in tha 10%h Century, but these days thare s
only one distilery producing anis, Alcololera de
Chinchin. As s ot opan for visits or tasfings,
decidad to gather all the infarmatian | needed from
the very amicabla warter, who, probably from years
of exparonca, tid ma evenhing | could posaily
wani bo know about the clear artenahc drnk - and
1t would hawva boen derespactiul not to have
sxvourad e samples ha Erough b my tabis
| niwer ka to offerd e locals
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